
   FRIENDS OF THE LEEDS CITY MUSEUMS 
 

 CONISBROUGH CASTLE & CUSWORTH HALL 
 
     Monday 7th September 2026 
 
Our first stop will be at Conisbrough Castle with its best-preserved Norman keep in the whole 
of the U.K.    One can ascend a series of five furnished rooms, until one reaches the outside 
of the roof with splendid views across the surrounding countryside.    (There is a ground floor 
model for anyone who cannot manage the stairs.) 
 
Conisbrough is where Sir Walter Scott set his novel Ivanhoe.   In the novel, Conisbrough is   
a Saxon owned castle which, of course, could not be as it was the Normans who built them.   
Nevertheless, it is a good yarn.    The novel also features Robin Hood who had a realistic 
view of his “merry men”.    After the morning at the Castle, then on to nearby Cusworth Hall. 
 
Cusworth Hall is a Grade 1 listed Georgian Country House built for William Wrightson 
Cusworth and was a family home for 200 years.    The Hall has magnificent plasterwork 
ceilings and a stunning painted ceiling in its chapel.  Doncaster Council effected extensive 
refurbishment during 2002-2007 returning the Hall to its original former elegance.     It has 
historic parkland with a lake, home to rare water voles and kingfishers.  The Walled Garden 
has been restored and planted.    There is a café serving meals and snacks in the former 
coach house and stables, and a micro-brewery in the old Brewhouse. 
 
Cost English Heritage Members £28   Non-EH members £36   This covers cost of coach hire, 
driver gratuity and entrance costs. EH members please remember to bring membership card. 
 
Set off times   Kirkstall Abbey Museum bus stop 9.00am                               
Roundhay bus stop 9.25am;  Leeds Minster Church layby on Kirkgate 9.45am. 
NB  There is now a carpark charge of £4 for all day parking at Roundhay.  Kirkstall carpark is free.    
Please endeavour to arrive 5-10 minutes before these times so that we may depart asap. 
 
Return time at Leeds Minster Church 6.00pm approximately 


